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Q.

The first picture is of 
Sputnik-1. 


The second picture is of 
Sputnik-2. 


Why the change of 
design?





Ans.

Extra 
compartment to 
carry Laika, the 
first animal in 
space!



Q.
Perhaps to distance himself from controversy, X wrote his famous 
book Dialogue as a play between different characters arguing for 
and against heliocentrism, without committing to any one stance.


However, X did not avoid trouble with the church, partly because 
he named the character arguing for heliocentrism Simplicio, 
translated as “simpleton” in Italian.


Identify the legendary astronomer X.





Ans.

Galileo Galilei



Q.
The famous writer Mark Twain was born in 1835, shortly after the 
appearance of X.


He predicted his own death, saying -


"I came in with X in 1835; it's coming again next year, and I expect 
to go out with it. It would be a great disappointment in my life if I 
don't. The Almighty has said, no doubt: 'Now here are these two 
unaccountable freaks; they came in together, they must go out 

together.’" 

Twain’s prediction came true and he died in 1910, one day after the 
reappearance of X was at its closest to the sun.


ID X.






Ans.
X = Halley’s comet



Q.
Whose gravesite?





Ans.
Stephen Hawking



Q.
This Google Doodle illustrates and honours a famous Indian-
American astrophysicist. ID.





Ans.
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar



Q.
Being an astronaut is hard work!


Astronauts are told to avoid X in space.


The reasoning: “Food mixtures taken in usually contain all 3 
physical phases. On earth, due to the weight of all 3 being 
different, X is possible. There's no gravity in space, so you'd 
just throw up in your mouth if you tried to X.”


ID X.






Ans.
X = Burping!



Q.
This word was coined in the aftermath of a particular event in 
2006. 


In January 2007, the American Dialect Society chose the word 
as its 2006 Word of the Year, defining it as “to demote or 
devalue someone or something”.


ID the word/event.





Ans.
Word: Pluto-ed 
Event: Pluto being demoted to a dwarf planet



Q.
The first computers were actually humans!


The Harvard Computers were a group of skilled workers who 
processed astronomical data at the Harvard College Observatory 
from 1877 up till the early 1930s.


This group painstakingly analysed the overwhelming number of 
photographic plates - leading to breakthroughs in stellar 
classification and cataloguing. They contributed to fundamental 
discoveries on stellar evolution, composition, and other 
fundamental aspects.


What was unique about this group?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_College_Observatory




Ans.
The Harvard computers were all women!



This XKCD comic came out in 2016, on the day that the 
observation of X was first announced. 


The successful detection of X was a confirmation of Einstein’s 
theory of gravity and awarded the 2017 Nobel Prize in Physics.


ID X.

Q.





X = Gravitational waves

Ans.



The definition of a “habitable zone” is the distance from a star at 
which liquid water could exist on orbiting planets’ surfaces. Not 
too far from the star to be ice, not too close to be steam.


Habitable zones are also called _________ zones, taking 
inspiration from a popular children’s fairy tale.


FITB.


Q.





Ans.
“Goldilocks” zone



Q.
Zodiacal light is a faint glow of diffuse sunlight scattered by 
interplanetary dust.


It was the subject of X’s Ph.D. thesis, as discussed on its 
Wikipedia page.


ID X.





Ans.
Brian May (Queen)



Q.
These are the glass igloos of Finland. What is their purpose?





Ans.
To see the Northern Lights



Q.
FITB.





Ans.
Kepler



Q.
The Remembrance of Earth’s Past trilogy has its first two books 
named after astrophysical concepts.


The first book is named after a notorious orbital mechanics 
problem for which no general closed form/analytical solution 
exists.


Name the book, which was recently adapted to a TV series.





Ans.
The Three Body Problem



Q.
What is special about this picture?





Ans.
The first drawing done in space 

 
The view of sunrise as seen from space, sketched in 

1965 by Russian cosmonaut Alexei Leonov  
(the first person to conduct a spacewalk)


